MANCHESTER D WHERE WiL |

Team Rwanda 2026 - Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Skills and Experience

Do | need specific skills for this project?

We are looking for students who meet the Team Member Skills and Attributes which can be
found on our website (see highlighted yellow section). Many of these skills are transferable and
can come from a variety of experiences, including academic work, volunteering, sports,
leadership roles, hobbies and more.

Does it matter if | have never been overseas before?

No. Your skills, knowledge, and experience do not need to come from overseas volunteering.
You may have developed relevant skills through coursework, volunteering, extracurricular
activities, or life experience.

Key Dates and Time Commitment

What are the dates and are they compulsory?

Please refer to the Key Dates section of the website. All dates, including training sessions are
compulsory. Volunteers must be available for the entire trip and will travel on pre-booked group
flights.

What is the time commitment?

Before departure, you will attend all compulsory training sessions and complete pre-departure
tasks such as vaccinations and fundraising (approximately two hours per week). You will also
contribute to project preparation, such as planning and sourcing resources.

What if | might have exam re-sits in the summer?
Return flights are scheduled to land in Manchester before the University’s re-sit period begins.
If you anticipate you will need to take re-sits, please contact us.

What if | am in full-time employment at the time of the trip?
Volunteers must not be employed during the trip and cannot participate while on annual leave.
If this applies to you, please let us know.

Eligibility
Am | eligible?
Please check your eligibility against the criteria listed in the Eligibility section of the website.


https://www.volunteers.manchester.ac.uk/volunteer-community-engagement/international-volunteering/team-rwanda-project/project-information/
https://www.volunteers.manchester.ac.uk/volunteer-community-engagement/international-volunteering/team-rwanda-project/key-dates/
https://www.volunteers.manchester.ac.uk/volunteer-community-engagement/international-volunteering/team-rwanda-project/eligibility-and-funding/

What if | am not eligible?
We also advertise opportunities with our Trusted Partners and provide guidance on finding your

own overseas volunteering opportunity.

What if | am taking a sandwich or gap year?
All Team Rwanda volunteers must be registered students at the time of the trip. If unsure,
please confirm with your Academic School.

Volunteer Support

What support is provided?

Before departure, the Volunteering and Awards Team will provide training on Azizi Life’s work,
cultural awareness, health and safety, and project preparation. We will book flights, arrange
visas, and assist with vaccinations and fundraising.

In Rwanda, you will receive an orientation, meet your Rwandan counterparts, and prepare for
project delivery. Azizi Life will provide logistical support, and a University staff member will
offer practical and pastoral assistance. UK-based staff will also be on call throughout the trip.

What if | have a health condition or other support needs?
Please contact us at volunteers@manchester.ac.uk to discuss your needs confidentially. We
will assess reasonable adjustments in line with Equal Opportunities legislation.

Travel Arrangements

Do | need to book flights or organise a visa?
Flights will be booked by the Volunteering Team, and we will assist with visa applications. Your
passport must be valid for at least six months after entry.

What if | don’t have a passport?
If selected, apply for a passport immediately and inform us.

Will I need vaccinations?

Yes. Vaccinations such as Diphtheria, Tetanus, Polio, Hepatitis A, Typhoid, and Meningitis
ACWY may be required. Appointments will be arranged through University Occupational
Health, and costs will be covered.

Is travel insurance provided?
Yes. All volunteers are covered under the University’s travel insurance policy for project-related
activities.

Can | stay after the trip or arrange my own travel?
No. Volunteers must travel on pre-booked group flights to and from Heathrow Airport.


https://www.volunteers.manchester.ac.uk/volunteer-community-engagement/international-volunteering/trusted-partners/

What if | am abroad before departure?
You must be in the UK at least 48 hours before departure and attend the pre-departure meeting
(in Manchester or online).

Costs

How much will it cost?

The project is fully funded by the University. You will need spending money for meals not
included and leisure activities. Costs in Rwanda are low, but overall costs will depend on your
plans during your free time.

Willl need to fundraise?
Yes. Each Team Member will need to attempt to raise £400 to support Azizi Life’s projects.
Training and fundraising support will be provided.

How is the project funded?
Funding comes from alumni, friends of the University, and Turing Funding. We work to ensure
costs directly support project delivery and long-term impact.

Health and Safety

What about health and safety?
The University prioritises student safety. Risk assessments are regularly reviewed, and travel
advice is monitored. Emergency procedures are in place for all stages of the trip.

In Rwanda

What is the country and culture like?
Rwanda is a small, beautiful, and safe country known as “the land of a thousand hills.” It offers
stunning scenery, vibrant culture, and welcoming communities.

What can volunteers do in their leisure time?

Volunteers will have evenings and two days off each week. Activities include exploring local
markets, dining in cafés, cooking at the guesthouse, and visiting cultural attractions such as
the Kigali Genocide Memorial.

Application Process

How do | apply?
Please see the How to Apply section.


https://www.volunteers.manchester.ac.uk/volunteer-community-engagement/international-volunteering/team-rwanda-project/how-to-apply/

How competitive is it?
We receive many applications, but the majority of eligible applicants will secure a place. If not,
we will help you find alternative opportunities.

How are volunteers selected?
Selection involves an application and a selection day with interactive activities and short

interviews to assess skills and attributes.

Any other questions?
Contact us at volunteers@manchester.ac.uk.

Good luck with your Team Rwanda application!



